PROBLEM OF LEPROSY
He then turned to the problem of leprosy. He
had spoken about it the previous day. Shri Jagadisan,
who had suffered from the disease himself and was still
a convalescent, had been doing a great deal for the
service of leprosy patients. He usually stayed in Madras.
But he had come to Wardha two weeks back to help
in making arrangements for the Leprosy Conference.
He (Shri Jagadisan) had sent him some articles and
correspondence which he (Gandhiji) had read only in
the morning. In that Shri Jagadisan had pleaded for
the disuse of the word leper, which had come to have
a stigma about it. He had said that those suffering from
leprosy should be called leprosy patients and not lepers.
There were many other contagious diseases like scabies,
cholera, plague, even common cold. Leprosy was far
less infectious perhaps than these. Why should there
be a stigma about leprosy any more than about other
infectious diseases ? The speaker had told them that
real leprosy was attached to an unclean mind. To look
down upon fellow human beings, to condemn any com-
munity or class of men, was a sign of a diseased mind,
which he considered far worse than physical leprosy.
Such men were real lepers of society. He himself did
not attach much importance to names. A rose would
not lose its fragrance if it was called by any other name.
He had remarked the day before that Rajkumari
Arnrit Kaur and Dr. Jivraj Mehta would not be able to
attend the conference at Wardha because of pressing work
at Delhi. He was glad, however, to learn that Dr. Jivraj
Mehta would be able to attend the conference.
Lastly he informed the audience that the follow-
ing evening the prayers would be held in the jail and,
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